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A HIGHER POWER

We are brought face to face with this inevitable dilemma:
since the harmony of virtue and happiness is an ideal not
realised in this world, we must either renounce our faith
in justice which proclaims the necessity of this harmony,
or admit that the injustice of the present life be remedied
by the greater harmony of another existence, and that
the incomplete, imperfect judgments of this world will
find elsewhere their full perfection.

But in this question, for us the most important of all
questions, we cannot renounce our faith in justice with-
out disclaiming justice herself, that is, without giving up
that which is the foundation of all human institutions,
the aim of all civilisation and of all progress. We can-
not deny justice without denying humanity.

The result is, then, that we must believe in the immor-
tality of our being as it is in its higher essence, in the
reason and the liberty that make us truly men. Mo-
rality is but begun in the present life; it will continue in
another existence where the harmony of happiness and
virtue will be established according to the dictates of
justice.

There is no stronger proof of immortality and none
stronger can exist, since its strength is exactly equal to
the strength of our faith in justice, and since there is no
medium between admitting this twofold faith or reject-
ing it

But belief in immortality does not suffice to establish
the rule of justice. Why need we continue to live if the
conditions of life were not to change, if order were not to
succeed disorder, if reason in the end were not truth?
For this principle of right and of justice cannot take
place of itself, and from faith in immortality we are led
necessarily to belief in a Providence eminently just and